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which Clement VII had placed Alessandro, but he never
seemed to care for such a position, and was entirely without
any family influence to enable him to profit by Alessandro's
death, almost his only male lelative being an unknown and
equally powerless youth of seventeen 1S In the detailed de-
fence of his act which he drew up 10 he stated that his whole
course of action had been a deliberate plan in order to free his
country from a monstrous tyranny which had become insup-
portable; and this account of the matter is believed by his-
torians to be the true one, even though it involves the
possession by Lorenzino of an amount of determination be-
yond his years. But while the above motive on public grounds
was that put forward by Lorenzino, he had a no less powerful
private one, even though he, naturally enough, did not wish to
state it, for in the circumstances under which Florence was at
that time, this youth of twenty-two had certainly no other way
by which he could protect the honour of his sister.20

As a mark of ignominy Cosimo I, on succeeding to the rule
of Florence,21 caused Lorenzino's house to be entirely de-
stroyed. It has in recent times often been declared that Cosimo,
on pulling down the house, opened in the place where it had
stood a narrow street or alley connecting the Via Larga (now
Via Cavour) with the Via Ginori, and called it the Strada del
Tradttore. But this is disproved by the very rare work, in the
State Archives, the Ricerche die case di Firenze, Anno 1561,
a record, very carefully compiled, of every house in Florence
at that date, carried out block by block, from corner to corner
of the four streets enclosing each block. This shows with great
exactness, first, that there was no street or alley near the
Medici Palace running from the Via Larga to the Via Ginori,
and, second, that in 1561 the house of Lorenzino had been,
not merely spoilt, but entirely destroyed. This record (in
regard to the Quartiere San Giovanni), starting from the
corner at the intersection of the Via de7 Gori with the Via
Larga, mentions first "the house of Lorenzo the Magnificent"
(the Medici Palace); and then says that the next house is a